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President’s Message 
Larry Skinner 
 

 

In August, I attended a very nice ceremony 

to mark the closing of the Triumph 

(Vought) Marshall Street Facility (MSF). 

The last trace of Chance Vought / LTV / Vought 

Aircraft will be gone from Grand Prairie after, 

counting the Jefferson Street Facility (JSF), 61 

years.  Of course, that still leaves the highly 

successful Lockheed Martin Missiles and Fire 

Control division (which includes the old LTV 

Missiles & Space) to assume occupancy of the 1 

million square feet of space.  With the 747 out of 

production (also sad), Triumph really had no 

alternative.  Major subassemblies is a tough, tough, 

business, and not for the weak of heart!  Hard to 

believe, but 747 sections were built at MSF for 53 

years, with the final delivery in August 2021; and, 

of course, many other programs were built there 

during that time (DC-10, 757/767, GV, CL-601, 

KC-10 ARB, and others).  Hats off to all the fine 

folks that made that happen!  Reminded me again 

that all of us were blessed to have worked for a 

company that built great products, truly cared about 

its employees, and located in the greatest, most 

benevolent nation in the history of the world, bar 

none.  God Bless the memory of Vought and God 

Bless America!  

 

It was encouraging to see all the “unmasked” 

crowds of people at concerts, fireworks displays and 

sporting events on Independence Day and 

throughout the early summer.  But now, even 

though it looks like the vaccines are working, the 

Delta Variant has kind of thrown a “wrench in the 

works.”  Call me chicken, but in the past few 

weeks, I‟ve cancelled trips to Montana and South 

Dakota, gave away my tickets to the Chris Stapleton 

concert, and have become much more cautious in 

social settings. I‟m ready for my booster shot, can‟t 

wait to get it, but am starting to realize that boosters 

may be required for the rest of my life.  Who 

knows. 

 

On that note, the Vought Retiree Club Executive 

Committee has regretfully decided that it is in 

the best interests of all our members to postpone 

our Annual BBQ until 2022.  The safety and 

health of the attendees was our first consideration, 

but secondly, we simply did not know how to 

predict what the actual turnout would be, even after 

receiving the RSVPs.  So, we‟ll try it again next 

year (which will be here before we know it!). 

 

How many of you recall LTV‟s attempts at 2-week 

vacation shutdowns?  I don‟t remember exactly, but 

let‟s say they tried for four years, from 1979 to 

1982.  What I do remember is that the first year was 

successful with virtually a total shutdown, but the 

next three years were increasingly “not so.”  It was 

always in July, with temperatures in the 100s, and 

for those office and shop workers who had to come 

in (that would include me) it was hot, clammy, and 

dark.  No A/C and limited lighting throughout the 

plant (some would say that was normal!), but man, 

did we get a lot done without the normal 

distractions!  Overall unsuccessful and not fun at 

the time, but it created more fond memories for me 

to reflect on – hope you have some too. 

 

That‟s it for me.  Talk to you in the Fall. 

Hope you enjoy the rest of your summer! 

 

Larry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL BBQ POSTPONED UNTIL 2022 
Due to health and safety concerns surrounding 

the Covid Virus and its Delta Variant, we are 

postponing the BBQ until sometime in 2022. 

Refunds will be issued to everyone who has 

already paid. 

We were really looking forward to this year‟s 

event, but in view of the recent upswing in 

infections, we believe this is the prudent 

decision. 

 
Thank you for your understanding. 
 



In Memoriam 
by Ann Christmas 

 

The Retiree Club has been notified since our last 

newsletter of the following deceased members.  

Our sincere sympathy goes out to the families of 

those listed.  Each will be missed. 

Paul Tsakires – 2-7-2019 

Katherine Mitchell – 4-17-2019 

Billy Ervin Stanley – 6-10-2020 

Lester Robert “Bob” Smith – 7-22-2020 

Carmella “Carmen” Marie Smith – 8-7-2020 

Mildred Howell Clay – 12-26-2020 

Ronald Ray Calkins – 2-23-2021 

Charles “Chuck” Bradford Schneider – 4-13-3021 

Peggy Joyce Higgins Paxton – 5-1-2021 

Kenneth L. Massey – 5-5-2021 

Evelyn Nadine Sooy – 6-1-2021 (Commander USN 

Retired) 

Julian Burr Carruth -  6- 12-2021 

Dennis Lafayette Wood, Sr. – 6-17-2021 

Stanley Weidner Davis – 6-20-2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
2021 Dues ! 

by Gaye Kortegast 

It‟s time to send in your 2021 membership dues! 

(If you‟re not sure whether or not you‟ve renewed, 

you may check the mailing label on this newsletter 

for status of your membership.) 

If you would like to renew for 2021, please send 

your dues as soon as you can ! 

The cost is still only $5.00 per person per year.  

You may renew for as many years as you desire. 

Or, Lifetime memberships are only $50 per person. 

We hope to hear from you soon. 

Thank you ! 

 

 

Retiree Correspondence 

June 30, 2021 

Bob -- 

I began my own career at Vought as a summer hire in 

1961, following my freshman year at the University of 

Texas in Austin, and after getting married in July, I 

continued on as a regular employee.  My first 

assignment was in Technical Publications, working as a 

technical writer on manuals for the F-8 Crusader 

program.  I continued in that position for a little over a 

year, leaving at the end of August 1962 to return to 

college, this time at BYU.  My one-year Chance Vought 

service pin was among the last ones ever given.  When I 

returned from Utah, I resumed employment with Vought 

in January 1964, working in the retrofit publications 

section of the Technical Publications department. In this 

capacity, I spent 3 weeks in 1965 at the North Island 

Naval Air Station near San Diego, doing a kit trial (a 

preliminary test installation to ensure that the 

instructions in the change directive were correct and 

accurate).  It was my first business trip, and I remember 

being chagrined when the manager of engineering 

administration (my father) disapproved a $2.00 item on 

my expense report.  Leaning over an F-8 main landing 

gear strut to photograph an installation on the forward 

wall of the wheel well, I got hydraulic fluid on my tie, 

and my father ruled that I could not have it dry cleaned 

at company expense! Once the F-8 remanufacturing 

program was underway, I was again assigned to work on 

F-8 technical manuals, with particular responsibility for 

the structural repair publications. My time as a technical 

writer came to an end in 1967 when I finally completed 

my B.A. degree in History from the University of Texas 

at Arlington. With a National Defense Education Act 

(NDEA) fellowship in hand, I took a leave of absence 

from Vought to do graduate work at UT Austin. Upon 

our return from Austin in May 1968, I once again picked 

up my career at Vought.  This time, however, I accepted 

a new position in the Support Requirements section of 

the Logistics department, working on the A-7 

program. Improvements in data processing technology 

made it possible to contemplate creation of a 

sophisticated and comprehensive logistics data 

management system, and I was assigned to participate as 

the end user representative on an internal Vought team 

charged with a complete overhaul of the way in which 

we handled logistics data.  The result was the Vought 

Supply Support Integrated Data System (SSIDS), and 

together with our streamlined Logistics Order Through 

Shipment (LOTS) order tracking module, it ushered in a 

new era in military aircraft logistics data and order 

management. Through the early 1970s, I had 

provisioning responsibility for several of the highly 

sophisticated A-7 avionics components. In the 1980s, 

my role in the Requirements group expanded.  I still had 
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provisioning responsibilities. I also began to coordinate 

our inputs into all change proposals, and to track and 

oversee budget expenditures. Around 1991, I was 

assigned to the B-2 bomber project. I also continued to 

coordinate change proposals and manage budgets for the 

Requirements group, and I handled other miscellaneous 

administrative tasks for the Director of Logistics, Dr. 

Jerrell Stracener (now a mathematics professor at SMU). 

In 1997, B-2 production was finally capped at only 21.  

For me, it was the end of the road at Vought. I applied 

for early retirement, to be effective at the end of January 

1999. My final day at Vought was 29 January 1999; I 

had been there, with only two short breaks for schooling, 

for more than 37 years. 

Fresh out of graduate school, with a new master's degree 

in physics from the University of North Carolina, my 

cousin Glen Colby, Jr. moved to Dallas (with my father's 

encouragement) to take a job with LTV Aerospace in the 

Operations Analysis department.  Glen‟s second wife 

Janice Rose (Nicholson) Burris Colby did also. I believe 

Janice worked in the mail room at Vought; she quit work 

after they were married. Glen's tenure at Vought 

lasted over 20 years, involved with advanced weapons 

development, and his contributions were highly 

regarded; he was a favored protégé of Billie Smith, who 

joined Vought in 1966 and rose rapidly to become vice 

president of what was by 1983 called the Missiles and 

Advanced Programs Division. Tragically, Glen was 

forced into medical retirement in 1986 by the onset of a 

particularly aggressive form of Parkinson's disease, and 

he died in 1990, less than two months shy of his 52nd 

birthday. 
My younger brother, Faulder Colby, also worked at 

Vought as a summer hire in 1965.  My mother-in-law, 

Josie Mae (Prindle) Smith likewise worked at the plant 

during WWII, while it was tenanted by North American. 

Guy I. Colby IV 

 

June 25, 2021 

I am writing this information to you. Probably too late 

for paper but it‟s about the Ryder Family. 

 

Mildred Ryder hired in 1949 into TEMCO. 

Darrell Ryder, husband, 1950, Chance Vought 

Ethel Ryder, mother-in-law, 1949, TEMCO 

George Ryder father-in-law, 1950, Chance Vought 

Arthur Ryder, brother-in-law, TEMCO 

Loraine Ryder, Arthur‟s wife, Chance Vought 

Linda Lehew, sister-in-law, Chance Vought 

Ann Ryder, Darrell‟s 2
nd

 wife, Chance Vought 

Margarette Ryder, Darrell‟s 3
rd

 wife, Chance Vought 

George Raymond Ryder, Darrell‟s son, Chance Vought 

All are dead, except for Margarette Ryder. 

 

I am 91 – Mildred Ryder, member of Vought Retiree 

Club. 

3323 W. Clarendon Drive 

Clarendon, Texas 75211 

214-331-6368 

I worked 43 years there (February 4, 1949 – October 31, 

1992), and was Supervisor for the last 8 years.   

I and Ethel Ryder (my mother-in-law) started out sealing 

and cleaning C-54 gas tanks; bad job, but did it.  Then 

got out in assembly work. 

I don‟t know when all the others hired in or left or what. 

But they all worked there. 

P.S.  I have got a sack of old TEMCO & Vought papers 

here.  If I get a chance, I‟ll bring them by if you want 

them. If it‟s too late to put this in the paper.  I just 

wanted you to know about all them working there too. 

Always, 

Mildred L. Ryder 

 

June 10, 2021 

RE: Retiree Club News January-March 2021 

Wow, what a huge and GREAT newsletter! 

Thanks for everyone's hard work in making it possible 

and for all you do to keep all retirees informed and 

connected. 

Mike & Teri Jackson 
 

June 3, 2021 

Chance Vought  and LTV Aerospace - A Family 

Affair 
To Editor:  Bob Bardo 

Please add our names to the list of family members who 

worked for the company. 

Larry and Sherry Crouch (husband and wife) 

Joe Crouch (brother) and his father-in-law Dean 

Thomas 

Thanks 

Sherry Crouch 

 

May 17, 2021 

So here's the Martin family work history at LTV -- 

My dad, Dave Martin, worked at Vought / LTV from 

1959 - 1988.  (He retired in 1988).  He was 

an aeronautical engineer. 

I (Cindy Martin Vandersleen) started there in 1976, right 

after I graduated from TCU, in the Real Time 

Computing Dept, and worked in IT until I left in 1991. 

My brother Mike Martin worked there from 1984 - 1985, 

in between his schooling at TCC and Tyler University. 

My brother Scott Martin worked in the IT Dept. with me 

as a summer intern in the summer of 1989, in between 

semesters at A&M. 

Cindy Martin VanderSleen 

Editor’s Note:  Of course, Cindy‟s late husband, Tom 

VanderSleen, also worked at LTV Aerospace in 

Information Technology. 

 

February 3, 2021 



Please add our names to the list of family members who 

worked for the company – 

 Richard D. Estes & father in-law Leon Whitener 

Richard Estes - Manager of Tool Services, worked 

for the company for 23 years (1966-1989); Leon 

Whitener was Supervisor of Maintenance Machinery 

Repair. 

 Warren Baggett & Linda Baggett (husband & wife) 

Both were Mechanical Engineers. 

Thank you, 

Richard D. Estes 

 

December 6, 2020 

Richard Shea's grandfather was one of the design 

engineers of the F4U. His father was a Foreman in the 

Tool Room during World War II. Richard worked for 

Vought 35 years; his last job was Manager of Special 

Projects on the B2 

Cathie Barrington 

 

Thanks for all you do ! 

Howard Hughes 

 

Thanks for the reminder, I enjoy receiving the 

newsletters. 

Mildred Edgar 

 

Enclosed is my check for two years of the Retiree Club 

News.  I look forward to reading it and hearing about the 

activities.  Thanks for your hard work publishing the 

News.  I retired January 1994 and I can see a few 

pictures of familiar faces.  My husband, James L. Lyon, 

worked in the Shipping Department for almost 20 years.  

He died 10 March 1987.  Our only child, Dwayne died 

10 March 2013.  I am still in good health, just getting 

older and slower.  I wish everyone a better new year and 

the virus will be gone.  

Marilu “Trudy” Lyon 

 

Although B.J. is deceased, I do enjoy receiving the 

newsletters and reading about those who worked with 

him.  Many thanks to all those who make it happen ! 

Beth Scoggins 

 

Thanks for all you do.  Love getting the newsletter. 

Leon and Carol Looney 

 

The article in last three issues of the Vought Retiree 

Club News, “Chance Vought and LTV Aerospace – A 

Family Affair” received a lot of attention, and many 

responses.  Your Editor, Bob Bardo, compiled the list 

from his own files of Vought and LTV employees, and 

now from information provided by other retirees and 

readers of the Vought Retiree Club News.  It was 

another labor of love that I had been thinking about 

writing for some time. 

Volunteer Events 
       by Johnnie Johnson 

 

All Volunteer events have been postponed, due 

to the coronavirus pandemic. 

The State Fair of Texas is being scheduled for 

September 24 through October 17, 2021; 

however, we will not be participating in 

collecting food for the North Texas Food Bank, 

due to most of our volunteers being seniors. 

 

Volunteer events give us all an opportunity to make 

a positive impact in our communities by helping 

those who are in need. 

Retirees, family, and friends are invited to 

participate in these events.  Give me a call and let 

me know if you would like to join us. 

For more information, call Johnnie Johnson at  

817-845-7576, or the Retiree Club at 817-478-1885.  

Thanks for your help! 

Johnnie Johnson 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chance Vought Survivors 

 
Dick Guthrie (richardguth56@msn.com) is the 

contact for the Chance Vought Survivors. 

 

 

Have you reached NONAGENARIAN status? 

If you‟re 90 years old, you have earned a Lifetime 

Membership in the Vought Retiree Club. 

If you are 90 (or older) this year, and have not 

received your Lifetime Membership notification 

letter and card, please let us know. We have some, 

but not all, birthdates in our membership database. 

 Send us your birthdate, and we will officially 

recognize your NONAGENARIAN achievement! 

 

mailto:richardguth56@msn.com


T-shirt – O3U-3 Corsair I 

The blue T-shirts featuring the O3U-3 Corsair I are 

available for a donation of $15. Shipping charges (if 

mailed, instead of being picked up at the Vought 

Retiree Club office) are $7 for one shirt, $8 for two, 

or actual shipping cost for over two shirts.  Pick one 

up at, or order one from, the Retiree Club office 

(retireeclub@vought.org or 817-478-1885). 

If you want to come to pick up T-shirts at the 

Vought Retiree Club office, please call first to make 

an appointment and wear a mask when you come in. 

The blue O3U-3 Corsair I  T-shirt – 

 
 

 

The 100
th

 Anniversary of Chance Vought  T-shirt 

is available for $12 for the restocked 2XL and 3XL 

sizes, still $10 for the other sizes.  

The 100
th

 Anniversary of Chance Vought T-shirt -- 
 

 
 

 

 

The back of the T-shirt is shown here -- 

 

The close-up of the graphic on the back of the  

T-shirt is shown here -- 
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Chance Vought and LTV 
Aerospace – A Family Affair 

 

Editor’s Note:  This is an updated list, with 

additions and modifications sent in by our readers. 

Those are noted by the words “ADDED” and/or 

“MODIFIED”. 

 

Chance Vought and LTV Aerospace were always a 

company where co-workers felt as if they were part 

of a family – a family that cared about each other, 

and about others in the community. 

Part of the reason for that family feeling is that the 

entire company moved from Connecticut to Texas 

and the employees had that common bond, and new 

employees who were hired were embraced, and 

developed that same bond with the original 

employees and each other. 

Another reason was that many of the employees 

were actually direct family members. 

It is that family feeling that made all employees 

want to make the company successful, and they did. 

 
- “Three Generations” serve Chance Vought, from 

Volume 10, No. 2 issue (circa November 1957) of 

the Chance Vought News, forerunner to LTV 

Aerospace’s Profile newsletter. 

Below is a partial list of family members who were 

company employees (you may know of others, and 

can let the Editor know who they were) – 

 Jack Abbott & Linda Jo Abbott (husband & 

wife) 

 John Adelmann & Balinda Adelmann (husband 

& wife) 

 Ray Admire & mother-in-law B.J. Slate 

 Wildo (Alex) Alexander & Ann Alexander 

(husband & wife); daughter Reba (Gail) 

Alexander Helms; sons Rick Alexander, Trennis 

Alexander, Danny Alexander; grandson Jeremy 

Helms (3 generations, with a total of about 160 

years of service) 

 Joe Anderson and Nancy Jo Anderson (father & 

daughter) 

 Claud Charles Andrews & brother Ray 

Dempsey Andrews, and step-daughter Earlene 

Cagle 

 Jim Arnold and JoAnn Arnold (husband & wife) 

 Bill Askew & son Chris Askew 

 R.E. (Dick) Atkinson & Elizabeth Atkinson 

(husband & wife) 

 Warren Ray Baggett & Linda Baggett (husband 

& wife) 



 Bill Barter & son Andrew Barter 

 Harley F. (Red) Bean & Joan Bean (husband & 

wife) 

 Ed Beers & Shirley Beers (husband & wife) 

 Sally Berry & Wayne Berry (sister & brother) 

 John Howard “Howie” Best and daughter Jody 

Best 

 Jim Billingsley & Shirley Ann Billingsley 

(husband & wife) 

 Mort Bland & Virginia Bland (husband & wife) 

 Walter Bogart & Edith Bogart (husband & wife) 

 Margaret Brodhead and son Jim Brodhead & 

daughter Diana Cawthorn 

 Dennis Biddle & Daphne Biddle (husband & 

wife) 

 Don Black & Charlcy Black (husband & wife) 

 O.J. Blakey & Anne Blakey (husband & wife) 

 Walter Bogart & Edith Bogart (husband & wife) 

 Jack Bos & Ann Bos (husband & wife) 

 Joel (Joe) Hill Bower & Mary Ann Kennedy 

Bower (husband & wife) 

 Billy Clyde Branum & Nelda Branum (husband 

& wife), son Rusty Branum, son Brent Branum, 

and Rusty‟s uncle Elwood Branum 

 Margaret Brodhead & son Jim Brodhead 

 Ray Brown, Jr. and son Travis Brown 

 Robert Lee (Bobby) Brown, and father-in-law 

Arnold H. Linenschmidt – ADDED 

 Leroy Buchanan and sister-in-law Janell 

Franklin, and Leroy‟s wife‟s cousin‟s husband 

James (Jim) Kidd 

 David Butler and father (name unknown) 

 Kim Cady & Becky Cady (husband & wife) and 

Becky‟s father Joe Davis 

 Chuck Canton & Sandy Canton (husband & 

wife) 

 Bruce Capehart & Sheri Capehart (husband & 

wife) 

 Dottie Carson and her uncle William Norkus 

 Colonel Richard Cary and Ida Cary (husband & 

wife) 

 Charles Casella, and his daughter Helene Hand 

and her husband Vernon Hand 

 Gene Cates & Joyce Cates (husband & wife) 

 James Christian and daughter Carol Christian 

Plant 

 Glen H. Colby, Jr. & Janice Rose (Nicholson) 

Burris Colby, and Glen‟s uncle Guy I. Colby III 

and cousins Guy I. Colby IV and Faulder Colby, 

and Guy Colby IV‟s mother-in-law, Josie Mae 

(Prindle) Smith – ADDED 

 Bobbie Stephenson Collins & Ron Collins 

(husband & wife), sister Betty Stephenson 

Hendricks, & daughter Kim Hendricks Larson 

 Tommy Collins & Edna Collins (husband & 

wife) 

 Steve Constantine & Marsha Constantine  

(husband & wife) 

 Travis N. Coomer, Sr. & son Travis N. Coomer, 

Jr. 

 Dick Cozad & Liz Cozad (husband & wife) and 

son-in-law Jerry Hatcher 

 Joe Crisp & Helyn Crisp (husband & wife) 

 Larry Crouch & Sherry Crouch (husband & 

wife);  Joe Crouch (brother) and his father-in-

law Dean Thomas – ADDED 

 Hal Crow & Roxie Crow (husband & wife) 

 Janet Cumby, her mother Carolyn Leigh 

(worked for Dan Burney at LTV Tower in the 

1960s), her father George Leigh (worked on 

Crusader & F4U), grandmother Effie Milam 

(worked as supervisor at North American 

Aviation; has photo of her in front of P51), her 

aunt Dorothy Burdine (Administrative Assistant 

on Scout, TMDAS, WESTPAC), and her uncle 

Paul Dean Leigh (Dorothy's 1st husband) 

worked at LTV Electrosystems 

 John Dajda & Patricia Dajda (husband & wife) 

 Carlos L. Delgado & Carolyn Delgado (husband 

& wife) 

 Larry Dennis and Ann Dennis (husband & wife) 

 Jim Denova & Stephanie Denova (husband & 

wife) 

 Harold Jack Difiore & Bettie Jean Knowles 

Difiore, LTV Federal Credit Union (husband & 

wife) 

 Ray Dorton & Nancy Dorton (now Nancy 

Newstead)  (husband & wife) 

 Al Duchesne & Paula Duchesne (husband & 

wife) 

 Jim Duppstadt and mother Mary Ann Duppstadt 

Nunn & Mary Ann‟s 2
nd

 husband Ralph Nunn 

 Ray Dyer and Beth Dyer (father & daughter) 

 Coleman (Coly) Elkins and son “Buddy” Elkins 

 Yvonne Ellis & Wanda Ellis (sisters) 

 Tom England & Brenda England (husband & 

wife) 

 Dr. Herb Epstein & Margaret Epstein (husband 

& wife) 



 Richard D. Estes and father-in-law Leon 

Whitener 

 Bob Fisette & Nancy Fisette (husband & wife) 

 Carl Flores, and son Jim Flores – ADDED 

 Ron Flores & Linda Flores (husband & wife) 

 William G. Force & Marjorie “Midge” Force 

(husband & wife) 

 Dudley Richard Foster and son Bill Foster 

 Verda Franklin; son Duyane Franklin, daughter 

Donna Lopez, and Donna‟s husband John Lopez 

 Irwin “Sam” Gaines & son Tony Irwin Gaines 

 Linda Gambrel and sons Johnny Gambrel & 

Jayson Gambrel 

 Donald “Donnie” Gardner & Page Gardner 

(husband & wife) 

 Ken Goldfuss & Betty Goldfuss (husband & 

wife) and daughter Kenda Stacy 

 Fred Goodman and Mary Ellen Goodman 

(husband & wife); and their fathers 

 Steve Graham & Stephen Graham (father & 

son) 

 Zane Green & Montie Green (husband & wife) 

 Ronald Dee (Ron) Griffith & brother Michael 

Eugene (Mike) Griffith 

 Jerry Gruber & 1
st
 wife Anita Gruber (husband 

& wife) 

 Jerry Gruber & Gladys Gruber (husband & 

wife) 

 Ken Gustafson & Betty Gustafson (husband & 

wife), and daughter Julie Gooch 

 Janie Haga & Bill Haga (wife & husband) 

 Earl Hastings, son E. Wayne Hastings, brother 

E. Ted Hastings, daughter Gina Hastings Price, 

& son-in-law Rickey Price 

 Hawk family – grandfather John Hawk, his son 

Elliot Hawk, and Elliot‟s children – daughter 

Joella, and sons Cecil, Walter, and Truman. 

Cecil‟s wife Vonda Hawk also worked for the 

company. 

 Clint Hawk & Dorris Hawk (husband & wife) 

 Chester Haynes & Wendell Haynes (brothers) 

 Sam Hayton & Pat Hayton (husband & wife) 

 Willie Heep & Rita Heep (husband & wife) 

 Ernest Nelson Henderson Jr. & Mary Margret 

Henderson (husband & wife) 

 Roland Loyd Hepler & Ellen Minerva Winston 

Hepler (husband & wife) 

 Bill Heyer & 1
st
 wife Linda Heyer (husband & 

wife) 

 Bill Heyer & Laurie Heyer (husband & wife) 

 Don Higginbotham & Lamanda Higginbotham 

(husband & wife) 

 Keith Higham & Betty Moon Higham (husband 

& wife) 

 James “Jim” Hill, son James “Rick” Hill, sister 

Mildred Hill Penland, brother Monte “Dill” Hill, 

sister Martha Hill Carter, brother-in-law Walter 

Penland, niece Roxanna Hill, (daughter of 

“Dill” Hill) 

 Jim Hoch & Jeanne Hoch (husband & wife) 

 Joey Hodges & Karen Hodges (husband & 

wife), and daughter Amy Hodges Bates and her 

husband Ryan Bates 

 Charlie Hollabaugh, his father and his son 

 A.B. Hubbard & Mary Hubbard (husband & 

wife) 

 David Hunn & Kay Hunn (husband & wife) 

 James R. Hunsinger & son Michael Dean 

Hunsinger 

 Vynita Billingsley Hutson, her father Forrest 

(Bill) Billingsley, her brother Rick Billingsley, 

her grandfather William Freeman Mason, her 

uncle Delton Mason, her cousin Madie Mason 

Vernon, Madie‟s son Mason Vernon [also, 

Madie‟s father J.D. Mason (brother of Vynita‟s 

grandfather, William Freeman Mason) worked 

for North American Aviation] 

 Mike Jackson & Teri Jackson (husband & wife)  

 Kenneth Lawrence “Jake” Jacobs & son David 

Lawrence Jacobs 

 John Jipp and his wife Sheri‟s mother, Bertha 

Murray 

 Bruce Johnson & Marsha Johnson (husband & 

wife); Jenniffer Johnson (daughter) 

 John Jurik & Cindy Jurik (husband & wife) 

 Joseph Austin (Joe) Kabe & Cecilia (Mickey) 

Guerin Kabe (husband & wife) 

 Weland (W.A.) Kern & son Terry (Drew) Kern  

 Bob Kiefer and son Tom Kiefer 

 Don Klingensmith, daughter Sondra 

Klingensmith Roberts, and son-in-law Rick 

Roberts 

 David Kohner & daughter Alicia Kohner 

 Ed Koltko & Bettye Koltko (husband & wife) 

 Bob Koonce and two sons 

 Rob Kubica & Rose Kubica (husband & wife), 

Rose‟s daughter Tricia Pierce Toole, and 

Tricia‟s father Wyman C. Pierce, Sr. 

 Bob Kunkel & Tinsy Kunkel (husband & wife) 



 Fred Lambert & Mary Lambert (husband & 

wife) 

 Ken Langford & Iris Langford (husband & 

wife); Greg Langford & Brad Langford (their 

sons);W. A. Langford (Ken‟s father, NAA); 

Jack Norman (Ken‟s father-in-law, NAA) & his 

wife (CV); Lou Langford (Ken‟s mother); 

Nancy Greer (Ken‟s sister); Robert Goodman 

(Ken‟s uncle); Dee Norman (Ken‟s sister-in-

law); Onial Wortham (Ken‟s wife Iris‟ uncle) 

 Clyde Farrell Langley & brother Byron Elbert 

Langley 

 Bob Lawler & Arlene Lawler (husband & wife) 

 Dick Lawrence & Cheryl Lawrence (husband & 

wife) 

 Wayne Lee & Mildred Lee (husband & wife) 

 Gail Litton & Claire Litton (husband & wife) 

 Sol Love & Betty Anne Love (husband & wife) 

 James L. Lyon & Marilu “Trudy” Lyon 

(husband & wife) 

 Charlie Machala & Helen Machala (husband & 

wife) 

 Eldredge Manning & son Ron Manning 

 Robert (Bob) McCulloch (co-founder & 

President of TEMCO and later LTV‟s Chairman 

of the Board and CEO), brother John 

McCulloch, brother Andrew McCulloch, 

Andrew‟s son Alexander “Alex” McCulloch & 

wife Linda McCulloch, & step-nephew Bob 

Fancher 

 Gerald Lewis (Gerry) McCurdy & son James H. 

McCurdy 

 Jim McKelva & Carrol McKelva (husband & 

wife) 

 Terry (Terence Joseph) McManus; William 

Richard “Dick” Condrey (husband of one of 

Terry‟s sisters); Jack Hurley (husband of 

Terry‟s other sister) – MODIFIED 

 Gil Metzger & John Metzger (brothers) 

 Charlie Milam and son Ben Milam 

 Clint Miller & Mary Ann Miller (husband & 

wife) 

 Alex Mills and son Chris Mills 

 Bill Mills & Elaine Mills (husband & wife) 

 Pat Mishko and Sarah Reynolds (sisters) 

 Bill Montgomery & Nina Montgomery; Nina's 

aunt Joyce Crosby; Nina's brother Secrell 

(Butch) Carnes 

 Gary Montgomery and son Blake Montgomery 

 Chuck Moore & Susan Moore (husband & wife) 

 Denise Morgan & Wayne Morgan (wife & 

husband) 

 Jay Musselman & Linda Mussleman (husband 

& wife) 

 Wes Northcutt & daughter Anna Northcutt 

 Mike Northup & Judy Northup (husband & 

wife) and Judy‟s father George Whitenight, Sr. 

 Bob Norwood & Carol Norwood (husband & 

wife) 

 Charlie Nutt & Sue Nutt (husband & wife) 

 Doug O‟Neal & Janis O'Neal (husband & wife); 

children Shannon O'Neal Gray & Sean Douglas 

O'Neal; and Doug‟s parents Clyde Gentry (Gus) 

O'Neal & Ola Mae O'Neal 

 Bob Oram & Ben Oram (brothers) 

 Jim Outenreath & Wilma Outenreath (husband 

& wife) and daughter Alyson Outenreath Nelson 

 Chris Ouzts & Susan Ouzts (husband & wife) 

 Pat Patterson, father R. O. Patterson, Jr. (NAA 

& TEMCO), father-in-law Ed Brummette 

(NAA), aunt Wanda Bailey Edwards (NAA), 

and cousin Wade Crawford (NAA & CV) 

 David Peart & Sondra Peart (husband & wife) 

 Bob Pennington & Mindy Hall Pennington 

(husband & wife) 

 Dean Philpott & Rae Philpott (husband & wife) 

and son Steven Philpott 

 Ron Poirier & Aloma Poirier (husband & wife) -

- ADDED  

 Max M. Pollard (31 years) and mother Illa Mae 

Pollard (29 years) 

 Owen Frederick Polleys & Edith Jupp Polleys 

(husband & wife) 

 James D. (Jim) Pottinger & son Phil Pottinger 

 John E. Ramon & Tricia Ramon (husband & 

wife) 

 Fred Randall & Louise Kay Randall (husband & 

wife) 

 Roland Royce Raven, and sons Roland Raven & 

Tim Raven 

 Doris Redd, sisters Mary Jackson, Abby Kiefer 

(Bob Kiefer's 2nd wife), son Ronald Eugene 

Redd, a nephew, and a son-in-law 

 Elmo Reeves and son Robin Reeves 

 Ludwig “Pop” Reichert & son Stu Reichert 

 Tom Risley & Susan Risley (husband & wife) 

 Tom Risley and 1
st
 wife Bonnie Risley 

 Will Robinson & his great-aunt Willie Mae 

McCormick 

 Jim Ross & Sue Ross (husband & wife) 



 Mel Roten, and son Ron Roten 

 Milt Rudick & Dorothy “Tiny” Rudick 

(husband & wife) 

 John J. Ryan, and son-in-law Alex Iwach 

 Mildred Ryder & Darrell Ryder (wife & 

husband); George Ryder & Ethel Ryder 

(Darrell‟s father & mother); Arthur Ryder & 

Loraine Ryder (Darrell‟s brother & his wife); 

Linda Lehew (Darrell‟s sister); Ann Ryder 

(Darrell‟s 2
nd

 wife); Margarette Ryder (Darrell‟s 

3
rd

 wife); George Raymond Ryder (Darrell‟s 

son) – ADDED 

 Karen Sauls & C.E. “Eddie” Sauls (wife & 

husband); Clay Sauls (their son); William O. 

“Bill” Askew (Karen‟s father) 

 Duane Schaezler & Gene Schaezler (twin 

brothers) 

 Bob Schmidt & Onamae Schmidt (husband & 

wife) 

 Cheryl Schmidt, her ex-husband William T. 

Jenkins, and her ex-father-in-law H. D. (Doyle) 

Jenkins 

 Jack Scott & Ronda Scott (husband & wife) 

 Richard Shea and father (name unknown) and 

grandfather (name unknown) 

 Ray Siler & Sherry Siler (husband & wife) 

 Connie Singleton, her husband Ed Singleton, 

her father Peter Sperazza (died in 2010 at 

101), & her mother Mary Sperazza (died 1987) 

 Milan Skrtic and Pat Skrtic (husband & wife) 

 Sterlen Scott “Scotty” Sleeth & Annie Lou 

Sleeth (husband & wife) 

 Billie M. Smith & Faye Smith (husband & wife) 

 Dillon Smith & father-in-law Earl Landes 

(NAA) 

 Wayland Ray Smith & Mary Nell “Mickey” 

Smith (husband & wife), and daughter Larri 

Smith 

 Charles Stalmach & son Dennis Stalmach 

 Duane Benton Starkey & son Duane Matthew 

Starkey (in IT) 

 Zada Starks & father Robert Jerome 

Yarborough 

 Billie Stem & Shirley Owens Stem (husband & 

wife) 

 Billy Strauch & son Robbie Strauch (Robbie is 

the grandson of Faran Strauch, and great-

nephew of Janell Franklin (both of Lockheed 

Martin Missiles and Fire Control)  

 Charlie Sugg & Donna Sugg (husband & wife) 

 Bill Svihel & Anna Svihel (husband & wife) 

 Joe Tarrant & Diane Tarrant (husband & wife) 

 Harold Toliver & Becky Toliver (husband & 

wife) 

 Jimmie Trammell; Melissa Trammell 

(daughter); Eddie Trammell & John Trammell 

(Jimmie‟s brothers); Otto Warenskjold (father-

in-law); Tony Warenskjold (nephew) 

 Thomas C. Tune, and son Tom Tune 

 Tom Vandersleen & Cindy Martin Vandersleen 

(husband & wife); and Cindy‟s father David 

Michael (Dave) Martin, Sr., and Cindy‟s 

brothers Mike Martin and Scott Martin 

 Otto Van Maerssen & Maria Charney (father & 

daughter) 

 Fred Voss & Paul Voss (brothers) and father-in-

law Grady Aaron  

 Chance Milton Vought (Chairman), his father 

George Washington Vought (President), his 

wife Ena Lewis Vought (Secretary-Treasurer),  

and his father-in-law Birdseye B. Lewis 

 Linda Wade and mother Mama Jean ____ 

 Herman Wallace & Mary Louise Wallace – 

ADDED 

 Price Duell Wallace & Janice Eileen Wallace 

(husband & wife) 

 Robert Wallace & Becky Wallace (husband & 

wife) 

 Wes Walloch & Margaret K. Walloch (husband 

& wife) 

 Ed Walters & Vicki L. Walters (husband & 

wife) 

 Ed Warren & Barbara Warren (husband & wife) 

 Wat Watkins & brother Don Watkins 

 Judy Wetzel, daughter Margie Walker & son 

Greg Wetzel  

 Jim Wheaton, and sons Jay Wheaton and Robert 

Wheaton, daughter Pam Wheaton 

 Garland B. Whisenhunt and Gerald R. 

Whisenhunt (brothers) 

 Bobby White & Sue White (husband & wife) 

 Tommy Williams & daughter Tamara Williams 

 Bea Wilson & John Nash Wilson (wife & 

husband) 

 Bill Wilson & John P. Wilson (father & son) 

 Bill Wilson & Larry Wilson (father & son) 

 Ray Woods & Debbie Woods (husband & wife) 

 Bob Yesconis & Aletha Yesconis (husband & 

wife) 
 



Executive Committee meets the 
first Wednesday of each month 

 

The Executive Committee of the Vought Retiree 

Club meets at 9:15 a.m. on the first Wednesday of 

each month in the office suite generously provided 

by Texas Trust Credit Union in the Texas Trust 

Business Park at 5840 W. I-20 in southwest 

Arlington. 

Due to the coronavirus pandemic, online meetings 

via Zoom were conducted on Wednesday mornings 

each month since Sept. 2, 2020.  It’s good to see 

everyone’s faces and have real meetings! 

Next meeting: Wednesday, October 6, 2021 

 

Peggy King (Widow of Charlie 
King, Past President of Vought 
Retiree Club) passes at 89 

  
Peggy King passed away peacefully at her home, 

surrounded by her family on Thursday, January 21, 

2021 at the age of 89 years young. She fought a 

valiant, nearly two-year battle with lung cancer. The 

radiation oncologist pulled her aside after she 

completed her second round of radiation and told 

her, "You are one of the bravest patients I have ever 

treated." She was a tiny little woman, but possessed 

an internal fortitude that was amazing. 

Peg was born on Saturday, June 20, 1931 to Billy 

and Nellie Chambers in Dallas, Texas, and shortly 

after, moved to Cedar Hill, Texas, where she would 

call home until marrying the love of her life, Charlie 

King on Saturday, May 2, 1959. 

Charlie worked for LTV Aerospace / Vought, 

where he spent 41 years in aircraft design.  

Following his retirement from Vought/Northrop 

Grumman, Charlie was active in the Vought 

Retiree Club in which he was a Past President and 

creator of the Club’s Access database. 

Peggy graduated as the Valedictorian of her class (of 8 

!) at Cedar Hill High School, and immediately went to 

work for Employers Casualty in Dallas. When she re-

entered the work force after raising her kids, she went 

to work for Haber Fabrics in Irving, where she stayed 

for close to 30 years before retiring. The Haber gang 

became a second family for her.  

Peg loved her grandchildren (to whom she was known 

as Mama Peg), her children, her nightly margarita (but 

only in a small glass, please), the horse races, trips to 

WinStar casino, her daily scratch-off lottery tickets, 

anything sweet but especially donuts from the local 

donut shop, Aggie football (but only if it was a 

runaway, she didn't have the stomach for close or even 

somewhat close games), the Dallas Cowboys (until 

they fired Tom Landry, then not so much), rice (but 

only with butter and sugar, how else would you eat 

it?), the dollar store, Willie Nelson and Robert Earl 

Keen, and of course, the stray cats she adopted. When 

her grandkids were young, she made it a point to 

introduce them to fishing, taking them to Towne Lake 

in Irving, Texas, and teaching them to catch and 

release. 

She is preceded in death by her husband of 59 years, 

Charlie; her parents Billy Chambers and Nellie M. 

Sliger Chambers; and her brother Billy Ray 

Chambers, Sr. 

Peggy is survived by her two children Terri King Lins 

and Charles Brian King, her son-in-law Karl Lins, and 

daughter-in-law Tracy King, as well as her four 

grandchildren, the lights of her life -- Lily King, 

Keenan Lins, Levi King, and Adrian Lins. Also, her 

sister-in-law Wanda Bush; and numerous nieces and 

nephews, great nieces and nephews, and many friends 

who loved Peg like a member of their own family. 

Peg's humor and tenaciousness will be greatly missed. 

In lieu of flowers, the family asks, if you feel like 

doing something in her memory, that you donate to 

the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 

Animals or to your local animal shelter. 

A graveside service will be held at Little Bethel 

Cemetery (1803 Cedar Hill Road, Duncanville, Texas) 

on Tuesday, January 26, 2021 at 2:00 p.m. 

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home 
707 North MacArthur Blvd., Irving, Texas 75061  

972-254-4242 
- based on obituary posted on the website of Brown's 

Memorial Funeral Home, Irving, Texas. 

 



Bobby Brown, Restoration 
Volunteer, passes at 86 
 

Robert Lee "Bobby" Brown 
(March 15, 1935 - April 11, 2021) 

 

     

Arlington, Texas –  

Robert Lee "Bobby" Brown, 86, passed away at 

home on Sunday, April 11, 2021, in Arlington, 

Texas.  

Visitation at 10:00-11:00 a.m. and Memorial 

Service at 11:00 a.m. on Friday, April 16, 2021 at 

Wade Family Funeral Home, 4140 W Pioneer 

Parkway, Arlington, Texas, with Dr. Chris Hayes 

officiating. 

Burial at 2:00 p.m. on Friday, April 16, 2021 at 

Blue Mound United Methodist Church Cemetery in 

Sanger, Denton County, Texas.  

Memorial gifts may be made to the Humane Society 

of North Texas.  

Bobby was born on Friday, March 15, 1935 in 

Borger, Texas, to Mr. & Mrs. J.W. Brown, and was 

raised in Fort Worth, Texas. He graduated from 

Polytechnic High School.  He then went on to study 

at The University of Texas at Arlington, and then 

joined the U.S. Navy.  

In the Navy, Bobby worked as a security specialist 

at Cecil Field.  After the Navy, he settled in 

Arlington, Texas, with the love of his life, Verna 

Mae Linenschmidt, on Saturday, May 19, 1956.  

They had no children. 

Bobby began working at Chance Vought 

Aircraft in 1953, and retired from its successor 

company LTV Aerospace in 2001 with 48 years 

of service. While at Chance Vought / LTV, 

Bobby worked in Field Service, was the 

Hydraulic Lead Man on the A-7 Corsair II, 

Foreman of B2 production in California, and 

Lead Man on the C-17 cargo plane program.  

Even after retirement, due to his love for 

Airplanes, he would return to LTV to help 

instruct others on how to repair the planes he 

worked on and loved. Bobby worked with other 

volunteers in retirement helping to restore 

former Chance Vought and LTV aircraft and 

missiles to be placed in museums around the 

U.S.  Bobby’s contributions to the Vought 

Heritage Foundation restoration effort included: 

assisted with assembly of aircraft being restored, 

obtained parts for all the restoration projects, 

and transported aircraft being restored to and 

from the paint hangar. 
If you knew Bobby, you knew his love for his 

Poodles and his classic (vintage) pickup truck and 

convertible. His hobby was automobile restoration. 

He was a member of the Lone Star Region of 

Vintage Chevrolet Club of America. He was a 

Proud Texan and loved his State.  

Bobby was preceded in death by his parents J.W. 

Brown and Mrs. C.B. Bright; and his sister, Joann 

Brown.  

Survivors: Wife, Verna L. Brown of 65 years, and 3 

nephews. 

Wade Family Funeral Home 
4140 W. Pioneer Parkway, Arlington, Texas 76013 

(817) 274-9233 
- based on obituary published in the Star-Telegram 

on April 14, 2021, and on the website of the Wade 

Family Funeral Home in Arlington, Texas. 

 

Restoration News 

Restoration activities were shut down, due to the 

coronavirus pandemic, from mid-March through 

mid-May. 

The Restoration volunteers are now working again, 

with social distancing, sanitizing, and use of masks 

when around others. 

The Vought Heritage Foundation Restoration 



volunteer crew is working in a facility rented from 

the Grand Prairie Independent School District.  

They currently meet every Tuesday and Thursday -- 

from 8:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. 

 

 
Updates from Rusty Branum 

In this issue of the Vought Retiree Club News, the 

activities of the Restoration Group are detailed for 

the period May 2021 through August 27, 2021 (the 

last issue detailed activities for December 15, 2020 

through April 22, 2021). 

The Restoration Volunteers are working on the 

O3U-3 fuselage.  The airplane being restored is a 

1935 vintage. It will be a static museum display. 

This seaplane version of the O3U-3 was identical to 

the landplane version, except for installation of 

pontoons and a float.  This model was an upgraded 

O3U-2, the major change being use of the latest 

Pratt & Whitney R-1340-12 engine.  The first 28 of 

these aircraft were convertible types for land and 

sea operation.  This was the first Vought aircraft to 

use Vought-designed pontoon and floats.  Prior to 

this time, the Navy purchased them from other 

sources and attached them to the aircraft 

themselves. 

 

This was also the first aircraft to be equipped for 

cast-type recovery by the ships. 

 Their service itinerary was similar to that 

described for the O3U-1.  Some were still 

stationed at various Naval Air Stations as late as 

1941. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 27, 2021 

 

O3U-3 -- starting to look more like an airplane 

June 8, 2021 

We celebrated April and May birthdays today with 

some cake and refreshments, Happy Birthday to Jim 

Ross, John Hoffman, and Dillon Smith; sorry we 

missed Rex Wenger today. We had a good turnout 

as we always do for birthday celebrations. Outside, 

the F4U is getting all polished up for parade season. 

Anyone who wants to help restore 
 the company’s old aircraft,  

come join the Restoration Volunteers ! 
 

every Tuesday and Thursday 
8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

 



 

April and May birthdays -- Jim Ross, John 

Hoffman, and Dillon Smith 

 

July 2021 

Pretty good day for us at the airplane factory, we 

got the lathe connected up and running. Over the 

last few weeks we got the drill press wired and 

running, and rebuilt the transmission on the band 

saw, installed a new blade and have it running like a 

top. All together we have three of the four donated 

machines running. 

 

July 8, 2021 

We want to give a huge thank you to Triumph 

Aircraft for some much needed donations of 

machines and tooling. We made quite the haul this 

morning with a lathe, drill press, sander and band 

saw, along with mill collets and set up tools. A 

special thanks to Ralph Coplin for helping with 

transport and to Curtis Thomason and Ame Milano 

from Triumph Aircraft. On hand from Vought 

Heritage was Jerry Fisher, Don Branton, Oscar 

Murphy, Rusty Branum, and Watt Watkins. All the 

items donated will be put to good use, and even 

though the name on the building may have changed, 

our friends across town will always be Vought 

family. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

August 5, 2021 

O3U-3 progress report -- For the first time ever, we 

have both of the bottom wings hung on the fuselage 

at the same time. Fairing work is complete on the 

right wing, and has started on the left side. It's been 

many years in the making to get to this point, but 

we are steadily making progress. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

August 6, 2021 

It has been an emotional week -- volunteers from 

the Vought Heritage Foundation attended a plant 

closing at Triumph Aircraft in Grand Prairie. The 

plant closing brings to an end 54 years of 

continuous production of military and commercial 

aircraft. More than 1,500 747 ship sets were 

delivered, and during the peak of production 18 ship 

sets per month were delivered to Boeing for the 



747, 757, and 767 airplanes. The plant opened for 

operations in 1968, and continued until the last 747 

subassemblies were delivered this month. The 

mayor of Grand Prairie was on hand as well as 

Boeing and Triumph executives, as well as former 

and current employees. We had our half-scale F4U 

Corsair on display, and it always draws lots of 

attention. A special thanks goes out to Triumph 

employees Van Duong, Ame Milano, and Chris 

Roop and Frank Beaty. Chris won a really nice tool 

box as a door prize and immediately donated it to 

the Vought restoration efforts, thank you Chris. 

Volunteer turn out included Mickey and Rusty 

Branum, Jim and Joyce Ross, Oscar Murphy, Wat 

Watkins, Jerry Fischer, Martin Galaviz, Cathie 

Barrington, Larry Skinner, Jim and Rick Hill, John 

Huffman and his daughter, and Johnnie Johnson. 

 

Triumph plant closing ceremony of 

Vought’s Marshall Street Facility plant 

 

Attendees at Triumph plant closing ceremony of 

Vought’s Marshall Street Facility plant 

 

VHF half-scale F4U Corsair at plant closing 

 

Vought Heritage Foundation members at MSF plant 

closing ceremony 

 

Appreciation plaque -- MSF plant closing ceremony 



 

 

Information handout from MSF plant closing 

ceremony 

 

 

Grand Prairie Mayor Ron Jensen spoke at the MSF 

plant closing ceremony 

Triumph Marshall Street facility closure event.  

Emotions/feelings 

Sad and grateful  

Look. This is an end of era.  

Aviation built Grand Prairie.  

In 1929, Curtiss Wright Airport and Aviation 

School opened on Jefferson Street near Carrier 

Parkway. Hensley Army Air Force Base opened in 

1932 on East Jefferson Street. It became the Dallas 

Naval Air Station in 1943. But, it was North 

American Aviation moving next door to the base in 

1941 that caused GP to grow. That‟s when 

Rebecca‟s mother and father moved to GP and her 

father Jack went to work at North American. Jorja 

Jackson Clemson„s mother and father both worked 

there. They met at the plant, had a diamond 

watermelon in the parking lot. Of course. The rest is 

history. Mayor Pro Tem Mike Del Bosque „s father 

also worked there. School Board trustee Terry Lynn 

Brooks worked 30 years at the Marshall Street 

Facility. After WWII, TEMCO leased the North 

American building, and then subleased it to Chance 

Vought Aviation. Then it merged with Vought in 

1961, becoming LTV. Aviation continued to be a 

driving force in Grand Prairie‟s growth and 

prosperity.  

So yes. Sad it‟s the end of an era, and grateful for 

what it meant to us. 

 

August 24, 2021 

We gathered today to celebrate our summer 

birthdays, July was Wade Anderson, Roger Stites 

and Jerry Fischer, August was Rusty Branum and 

Cathie Barrington, and September was Joyce Ross, 

Don Wooldridge, Dick Guthrie, Stu Reichert and 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1482266625152469/user/1188065084/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVDfVk_ADV8BD0p6TPth4udUhtsACg-LLk-xZqpr56KsH-8K8iKjQcu4G0LQXPBUMZWe0B9iurXlUKXJHmoG-FjvbWtz19ylgXDOQ-0IYa3dyINB6fJkuVkVjOnieNSb3VQb6p0_aROmfS51K_P8HPj_-fsZxKwU2SChnvmjW4e2DKwISO9CdgwSCT-MFdzpMXY0uYdMJqvwM27JnR4VX0_&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R


Richard Sheaner. We had cake and cool drinks and 

even sang Happy Birthday. It was good to see Jim 

Hill back in action after a short stay in the hospital. 

 

July birthdays -- Wade Anderson, Roger Stites, and 

Jerry Fischer 

 

August birthdays -- Rusty Branum and Cathie 

Barrington 

 

September birthdays -- Joyce Ross, Don 

Wooldridge, Richard Sheaner, Dick Guthrie, and 

Stu Reichert 

 

Jim Hill back in action after a short stay in the 

hospital 

August 27, 2021 

O3U-3 update -- we have been working for several 

weeks to correct an error in the lower left wing 

sweep. Many measurements and building a special 

fixture, then more measurements; we used lots of 

tape and targets on the floor, more fixtures and the 

trusty old plumb bob. Last week, we came up with a 

fix -- requiring us to fabricate two new wing attach 

fittings, make a final calculation on thru bolt 

placement, and making the change with use of our 

mill. Today, we installed the new fitting and made 

two independent measurements -- our efforts paid 

off with a final sweep of 4.799 degrees vs. the 

drawing requirement of 4.750. Not too bad for a 

wooden airplane built on the garage floor. 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

“The plane truth” – article about 
Vought Retiree Volunteers 

Article in Arlington Today, May 2014, page 68 -- 

 

 

(Below is a larger text version that you can read !) 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Marshall Street complex and 
McCulloch Building, circa 1968 

 

- photo from Chuck Simcik, December 16, 2020 

 

 



Hensley Field, circa 1938 

 

- photo from Chuck Simcik, December 16, 2020 

 

 

 

Charlie Q. Weaver Gets Paycheck on 
Horseback, October 1957 

 

 

 

 

Hensley Field, unknown date 

 

- photo from Chuck Simcik, December 16, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tragically, Charlie Weaver died at the age of 32 in 

1965 as a result of an accident while breaking a 

horse at the Hughes Ranch in east Grand Prairie – 

 

 



Augustus “Ben” Benson, LTV 
Aerospace Shuttle Bus Driver 
Extraordinaire  (1955-1975) 

 

 



 
 

Jayne Mansfield’s daughter,  
Jayne Marie, christens TEMCO’s 
TT-1  USN  Jet Trainer, 1957 

Article from the Daily Courier, Connellsville 

Pennsylvania, July 25, 1957, page 3 – 

 

 
 

Mexico Buys Chance Vought Corsair 
Bi-planes 

Article from The Lincoln Star, Lincoln, Nebraska, 

on March 11 1929, page 2 -- 

 



 

December 17, 2019 -- Vought Heritage Foundation Restoration Volunteers 

 



 

 

 
Vought Retiree Club 
5840 W I-20, Suite #280 
Arlington, TX  76017-1098 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Officers:  Directors: 

 

President – Larry Skinner Activities – Pat Patterson 

1st Vice President – Karen Sauls Annual Meeting – Karen Sauls 

2nd Vice President – Gaye Kortegast Support Assistant – Sue Nutt 

Treasurer – Madie Vernon Mailing – Bob Snegon 

Secretary – Vynita Hutson Newsletter and Publicity – Bob Bardo 

Sergeant-at-Arms – Wat Watkins Newsletter Editor Emeritus – Connie Singleton  

Veterans‟ Advocate – Gene Cates 

Volunteer Programs – Johnnie Johnson 

Technical Support and Website* – Roger Stites 

V.P. - Membership Assistant – Ann Christmas 

Call the Club at (817) 478-1885 President, Vought Heritage Foundation – Cathie 

 Barrington 
Email: retireeclub@vought.org   

membershiprc@vought.org    *Vought Heritage Website:  www.vought.org 

 
  

Retirees, call the “Benefits Center” toll free 1-800-577-2145 with questions on retiree benefits. 

 
Printing services provided by Texas Trust Credit Union. 
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 Volunteer Programs – Johnnie Johnson 

 Technical Support and Website* – Roger Stites 

Call the Club at (817) 478-

1885 Chairman of Major Programs – Jim Hill 

Email: retireeclub@vought.org  V.P. - Membership Assistant – Ann Christmas 
membershiprc@vought.org 
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